Experimental
The melting points were recorded on a Biichi melting point apparatus and are uncorrected. The infrared (IR) spectra were obtained on a JASCO IR-A-1 spectrometer. The proton nuclear magnetic resonance ('H-NMR) spectra were recorded on JEOL-6OHL, JEOL FX-100, and Hitachi R-24 spectrometers.
1-Methylthiomethyl-5-fluorouracil (2a) Stannic chloride (5.21 g, 0.02 mol) was added dropwise to a mixture of 2,4-bis(trimethylsiloxy)-5-fluoropyrimidine (13.72 g, 0.05 mol), chloromethyl methyl sulfide (4.83 g, 0.05 mol), and chloroform (10 ml) at 60 °C. After stirring of the mixture for 1 h, ethanol (19 ml) was added and the whole was evaporated. The residue was taken up in dichloromethane (200 ml), and this solution was washed with water, dried, and evaporated. Ether was added to the residual oil to solidify the product. 1-Methylsulfinylmethyl-5-fluorouracil (3a) Compound 2a (2.85 g, 0.015 mol) was added to a cooled solution of NaI04 (3.37 g, 0.0158 mol) in water (40 ml) at 0 °C, and this mixture was stirred for 30 min, then filtered. The filtrate was evaporated to dryness. The residue was dissolved in acetone and the insoluble materials were filtered off. This filtrate was evaporated to dryness, acetone was again added, the insoluble materials were filtered off, and the filtrate was evaporated to dryness. The residue was washed with ethanol to afford 3a ( 
where T is the average number of days before death in the test group and C is the average number of days before death in the control group.11) (1982 
